Arizona Race to the Top: Executive Summary

Arizona was awarded $25 million through the U.S. Department of Education’s Race to the Top
Phase 3 (RTTT) grant program to advance Arizona’s education reform efforts. The ADE, in
close collaboration with the Governor’s Office of Education Innovation and Arizona’s County
School Superintendents will seek to:

o Establish Five Regional Education Centers in collaboration with County School
Superintendents and the Governor’s Office of Education Innovation to serve as a key
mechanism in delivering Race to the Top professional development, technical assistance
and support services ($2.5M);

o Implement the Arizona 2010 Academic Standards (Common Core) using STEM as the
vehicle ($3M); and,

o Complete the Student-Teacher Connection to the ADE Statewide Longitudinal Data
System (SLDS), through linking students and teachers to individual courses to provide

timely, accurate and actionable data at the classroom, school site, LEA and state levels
($2.5M)

Additionally, the Governor’s Office of Education Innovation has entered into a cooperative I[SA
with the ADE to provide support for vertical alignment of statewide goals and reform efforts
between the ADE and the Five Regional Education Centers and create new data dashboards for
the Arizona Ready Council State Report Card ($1.5M).

The ADE will serve as the fiscal agent for the grant, and provide overall leadership, coordination
and oversight for all project activities, and will also manage the allocation of RTTT funds to
eligible LEAs ($3M).

Half of the total award ($12.5M) will be allocated to eligible LEAs to implement Arizona’s
RTTT Phase 3 plan. Eligible LEAs are those Title I LEAs that have signed Memoranda of
Understanding (MOUs), and have completed a detailed Scope of Work. Allocations are
determined by each participating LEAs relative share of funding under Title I, Part A for
FY2011.



